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February 2020 

FEBRUARY at a GLANCE… 
Sunday, February 2 -  

Presenta�on of Jesus to the Temple 

“Go Red for Women” 

Ad Book ad deadline 

Tuesday, February 4 - New Britain AHEPA Dinner Mee�ng 

Wednesday, February 5 - Golden Rascals Mee�ng 

Sunday, February 9 - The Publican and the Pharisee 

   TRIODION BEGINS 

   Gyro Luncheon 

   Meriden Daughters of Penelope Mee�ng 

Friday, February 14 - Valen�ne’s Day 

Saturday, February 15 - MARCH bulle�n deadline 

Sunday, February 16 - The Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 Philoptochos Mee�ng 

Saturday, February 22 - The First Saturday of the Souls 

Sunday, February 23 - Meat Fare / Judgment Sunday 

 GOYA Sunday 

Saturday, February 29 - The Second Saturday of the Souls 

 APOKRIATIKO GLENDI 
 

MARCH in ADVANCE! 

Monday, March 2 - LENT begins 

March 6,13,20,27 - Saluta�ons to the Theotokos 

Saturday, March 7 - The Third Saturday of the Souls 

Sunday, March 8 - The Sunday of Orthodoxy 

Sunday, March 15 - The Sunday of Gregory Palamas 

Tuesday, March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 

Sunday, March 22 - The Sunday of Holy Cross 

 Greek Independence Day (observed) 

Wednesday, March 25 - The Annuncia�on of Mary 

 GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Saturday, March 28 - The St. George Church TAG SALE 

Sunday, March 29 - The Sunday of St. John Climacus 

 Godparents Day / GOYA Sunday 



February 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 We are entering into the month of February, where we are 

seeing our Lord go into the temple for his 40 day blessing on 

February 2nd. This tradi�on has been given to our mothers, to 

come to church forty days aCer a birth to be blessed with the 

newborn child. 

 On February 9th we enter into “Pre-Lent” where we 

prepare ourselves for Great Lent. We will fast, pray, prepare 

ourselves for judgment and ask for forgiveness. There will be 

almsgiving for those in need, and we’ll remember our departed 

loved ones on the Saturdays of the Souls.  

 This Pre-Lent period is the �me for us to be reminded to 

love one another and to prepare ourselves by praying for each 

other, and not holding on to anger or frustra�on.  We are all 

human, so we all make mistakes against God, ourselves, and our 

neighbors. February 23rd is Judgment Sunday, where we should 

judge ourselves, not our friends, families or neighbors. The more 

we are able to see that each of us individually are sinners, the 

more ready we will be to forgive the sins of others against us. We 

then have our humility and our humanity, which make us children 

of God, willing to go out and help those in need. 

 This February let us go out and humble ourselves to be 

good to - and for - each other. 
 

      With love in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Fr. Constan�ne 

Prodigal Son, page 2 

a mere servant, his father turns to the actual servants and orders a 

celebra�on. The father will not treat a son as a hired servant. The younger 

son is s�ll a son! As a result, his return is something to be celebrated! Why? 

Because "This my son was dead, and is alive again" and "He was lost, and is 

found." This shows us God's reac�on when we return from being lost in sin. 

He doesn't begrudge us what we have done. He doesn't take us back 

reluctantly. Like the father in the parable, he takes us back joyously!  

 There is usually at least one major lesson per parable and now we 

come to the lesson that the older brother can teach us. He didn't demand his 

inheritance. He stayed faithful to his father. And now he is angry. Why 

should his younger, wasteful, sinful brother receive such a recep�on by their 

father? The older brother is so angry that he refuses to go inside and join the 

party. Naturally, his father hears about it and comes to talk to him. When 

that happens, we discover that he's not just angry with his brother, he's 

angry with his father, too. He points out that he has never disobeyed his 

father's commands but that his father has never given him a goat so that he 

could slaughter it and have a party with his friends. The older brother sees 

this difference in treatment as a manifest injus�ce toward him and is angry 

with his father because of it. As we will see, he even seems to be worrying 

about his own security in the family since the father is showing such seeming 

favori�sm to the younger son. The father tells the son three things. First, he 

tells him: "Son, you are always with me." This seems to be a reassurance to 

the elder son that he has not lost his place in the family. His place is secure. 

Second, he tells him: "and all that is mine is yours." This is because the 

division of property has already taken place. The younger soon took his third, 

so the two-thirds that remain will go en�rely to the older son. The current 

celebra�on does not represent a threat to the older brother’s inheritance. 

Instead, it is a celebra�on of joy occasioned by the return of the son. Thus 

the father thirdly tells him: "It was fi,ng to make merry and be glad, for 

this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"  

 What are the spiritual lessons for us? From this parable we can draw 

a number of spiritual lessons: We can be a genuine son of the Father--who is 

spiritually "alive"--and be "lost" through sin. We can turn our backs on our 

heavenly Father and leave him of our own free will. Mortal sin is a real 

possibility. Mortal sin inevitably lands us in a far worse state than we were in 

originally. We can, however, return to the Father and be 

accepted by him with great joy. In fact, He is ready and eager 

to accept us back and forgive us, no ma3er what we've done. 

Chris4ans who have never fallen should not resent those who 

come back. They should share in their Father's joy.  
 

  Paraphrased from the Na�onal Catholic Register, Jimmy Akin  



 RELIGIOUS SERVICES for FEBRUARY 2020 

Sunday, February 2 

 The Presenta4on of our Lord into the Temple 

 Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, February 9  

 The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee  

 Triodion Begins 

 Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, February 16 

 The Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, February 22 

 The First Saturday of the Souls 

  Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, February 23 - Meat Fare Sunday 

 The Sunday of Judgment 

 Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, February 29 

 The Second Saturday of the Souls 

 Orthros at 9:30 a.m. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.  

“Give, and it shall be given unto you.” Luke 6:38 
 As discussed at the Fall Parish Assembly and further 

discussed by the Parish Council, the stewardship minimum has 

increased to $450.00 effec4ve this year.  

 We need to emphasize the fact that the minimum 

stewardship is exactly that - a minimum. The minimum was raised 

for the first �me in 10 years, only $50 for 2020. We hope that 

parishioners who are able will also come to church and put more 

than a dollar in the tray on Sunday morning. THANK YOU! 

part a: February, publican, teamwork, meaOare, pharisee, judgment, prodigal, pre-lent. part 

c: therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead make up your mind not to 

put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of our brother or sister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus' parables are based on real-life situa�ons, though they oCen 

veer from the expected course of events in surprising ways. Those surprises 

teach us lessons. Here, Jesus relates the situa�on of a father who has two 

sons, one of whom can't wait for his inheritance. In Jewish society, there 

were laws regarding how inheritances were typically divided. The oldest 

brother got a double share while the other brothers got a single share. When 

there were two brothers, the older brother would get 2/3rds, and the young-

er brother would get 1/3rd.  

 In this parable, the younger son demands "the share of property that 

falls to me". That means he is asking for the 1/3rd of the father's possessions 

that he would ordinarily get when the father dies.  Think about that. He's 

asking his father to give him 1/3rd of everything that he owns right now, be-

fore the father is dead, when his father would s�ll have use for these posses-

sions. Despite the breathtaking--and insul�ng--audacity of the younger son's 

request, the father grants it! This shows the amazing indulgence that God 

shows toward us. Even when we are ac�ng as selfishly as the prodigal son, 

God indulges us. God trusts that we will learn our lesson and come back to 

him. The prodigal son then takes everything he has and goes "into a 

far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living". In context, 

this means that he abandoned the Holy Land to go, voluntarily, into exile into 

a pagan country where he could live loosely without being censured by fel-

low Jews living all around him. But eventually the resources he had were ex-

hausted and a hard �me came. Having been brought to such a low state, he 

recalled how his righteous father treated even his hired servants beQer: 

"How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, 

but I perish here with hunger!". He thus plans to return to his father and say 

three things:  

"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you" 

"I am no longer worthy to be called your son"  

"treat me as one of your hired servants".  

Even being treated as one of his father's hired servants would be beQer than 

the treatment he is receiving in the gen�le world.  

 When the prodigal son returns to his father, something significant 

happens. While he is s�ll at a distance, the father sees him, has compassion 

upon him, runs to him, hugs him, and kisses him. This is far from the humili-

a�ng reunion that the son might expect based on his previous audacious and 

insul�ng treatment of his father! Rather than trea�ng his younger son as  



We have a few new addi4ons to our Parish Council! 
 Please welcome Pater (Panayiotes) Palkanikos to the council. 

He was sworn in with the Oath of Office in January. Also, please 

welcome Poli�mi Lazaridis. She was approached and accepted a 

posi�on. She will be sworn in at the  council mee�ng this month. 

The 2020 St. George Church Parish Council 
   James Babetas               Eva Dimopoulos    Jack Isaac   

   Poli�mi Lazaridis      Jim Loukopoulos    Michael T. Michael  

   Angelo Moutogiannis   Niki Nasiakos    Artemis Nemphos  

   Peter Palkanikos      Leo Papadimitriou    Irene Sklavouris  

                        Margo Sklavouris Michael Stamos 
 

Meetings of Clubs and Organizations 

Tuesday, February 4: New Britain AHEPA Dinner Meeting 
 Dinner will be at 6pm, followed by the meeting at 7pm. 

Wednesday, January 5: The Golden Rascals Meeting, noon 

Sunday, February 9:  

 Meriden Daughters of Penelope Meeting, after liturgy 

Tuesday, February 11:  

 Parish Council Meeting, 7pm (officers, 6:30pm) 

Sunday, February 16:  

 Philoptochos Society Meeting, after liturgy 
 

Current Events 

♦ On February 2 the Philoptochos Society will be promo�ng “Go 

Red for Women” to highlight women’s heart issues. Informa�on 

on this subject will be available in the center during coffee hour 

hosted by the Philoptochos. 

♦ On February 9th there will be Gyro Luncheon aCer services.  

$10/adult, $5 for youth 12 and under includes Gyro, salad, and 

coffee. Soda and water will be available for sale. 

♦ This year, February 22, 29 and March 7 are the Saturdays of the 

Souls. Following tradi�on, the Philoptochos Society will provide 

koliva for the service and also host coffee hour following each 

liturgy. 

♦ The Apokria4ko Glendi is scheduled for Saturday, February 

29th. Come and bring the family for a fun night of dining and 

dancing! $35/adult, $10 for youth 12 and under. 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector Luke 18:9-14 NIV 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a 

distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 

breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home jus�fied 

before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
--- 

 Could there be greater contrast in the prayers of two men? 

The Pharisee stood apart because he believed he was beQer than 

other men, whom he considered as common. The publican stood 

apart also, but it was because he felt himself unworthy. The 

Pharisee thought of no one other than himself and regarded 

everyone else a sinner, whereas the publican thought of everyone 

else as righteous as compared with himself, a sinner. The Pharisee 

asked nothing of God, but relied upon his own self-righteousness. 

The publican appealed to God for mercy and forgiveness of his sins. 

 Humility is an aQribute of godliness possessed by true Saints. 

It is easy to understand why a proud man fails. He is content to rely 

upon himself only. This is evident in those who seek social posi�on 

or who push others aside to gain posi�on. Our genuine concern 

should be for the success of others. The proud man shuts himself off 

from God, and when he does he no longer lives in the light. The 

Apostle Peter made this comment: “Be clothed with humility: for 

God resists the proud, and gives grace to the humble. “Humble 

yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 

exalt you in due �me.” (1 Pet. 5:5–6.) 

 From the beginning of �me there have been those with pride 

and others who have followed divine admoni�on to be humble. 

History bears record that those who have exalted themselves have 

been abased, but the humble have been exalted. On every busy 

street there are Pharisees and publicans. It may be that one of them 

bears our name.                                               
By Howard W. Hunter 



  SNOW DAYS: Postponements and Cancella4ons 
 If church or classes are cancelled or mee�ngs are postponed, 

they will be posted on Channel 3.If you do not have a TV or 

computer, or access to channel 3, only then, please call or text       

Fr. Makrinos at (631) 255-1131. Thank you...and stay safe! 
 

A Li3le Bit About Fas4ng 

Lent is quickly approaching for the world’s 2 billion Chris�ans, and 

on February 23, Orthodox churches take the first steps toward their 

tradi�onal Lenten fast with MeaHare Sunday. ACer MeaOare 

Sunday, no meat may be consumed un�l Pascha (Easter); one week 

later, Cheesefare Sunday will discon�nue the partaking of dairy 

products un�l Pascha. For Orthodox Chris�ans, Great Lent begins on 

Clean Monday—this year, on Monday, March 2. 

Judgment Sunday - Though popularly referred to as MeaOare 

Sunday, this day is more formally known as the Sunday of the Last 

Judgment. In services, emphasis is placed on the Second Coming 

and Last Judgment—a �me when Christ, in MaQhew, refers to 

coming in glory with the angels to judge the living and the dead. The 

parable of the Last Judgment points out that Christ will judge on 

love: How well God’s love has been shared, and how deeply each 

person has cared for others.  

Forgiveness Sunday - Great Lent commences for Eastern Chris�ans 

on the day following Cheesefare Sunday, but the faithful already are 

cleaning their slates (and their plates) today, by asking forgiveness 

and elimina�ng dairy from their diets un�l Pascha. In the Orthodox 

church, this year, March 1 is Forgiveness Sunday (also known as 

Cheesefare Sunday).  

Meat hasn’t been consumed since last Sunday, but dairy products 

will be consumed for the final �me today. Eastern Chris�ans will 

observe these fas�ng customs with only occasional exemp�ons for 

oil and wine -but never meat or dairy. 

Star�ng tonight, the Vespers of Forgiveness will signal the first 

liturgy of Great Lent; the service will end when aQendees ask 

forgiveness from both fellow congrega�on members and the priest. 

If you have Orthodox friends and colleagues, this is a moving liturgy 

to aQend, as the process of forgiveness oCen is deeply personal for 

the faithful. 

The Presenta4on of the Lord into the Temple  

February 2 
 

 Now when the days of her purifica�on according to the law 

of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to 

present Him to the Lord (as it is wriQen in the law of the Lord, “Every 

male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”), and to 

offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A 

pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, 

and this man was just and devout, wai�ng for the Consola�on of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the Temple. And 

when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according 

to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said: 

“Lord, now You are le6ng Your servant depart in peace, According to 

Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salva�on which You have 

prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revela�on to 

the Gen�les, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 

And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were 

spoken of Him. Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His 

mother, “Behold, this Child is des�ned for the fall and rising of many 

in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.”  
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February Puzzle Pages 
 

a) Find words in this bulletin that fit in the lines of part A. 
They are all 8 letter words. One letter of each is given 
for you. Use these letters to help you figure out the 
other words, too! 

b) Fill all of the code letters from part A into the grid in 
part B. 

c) Use the code in part B to fill in a Bible quote that 
applies to the theme of this month’s bulletin.  

    (Romans 14:13) 
Hint: All of the “R”s are “E”s! Fill them in first. 

A 
Fill in 

Bulletin 

Words 

B 
Fill in 

Code 

Letters 

C Decipher the Quote! 
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